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OVERVIEW
DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 2021
This prize is awarded to a Belgian designer working in Belgium whose work in his or her 
own name or for a fashion house has impressed the jury during the past 24 months.  

Jan-Jan Van Essche 
Olivier Theyskens 
Nicolas di Felice 
Stephanie D’Heygere 
Walter Van Beirendonck 

PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 2021
This prize is awarded to a Belgian professional in the fashion sector who is not a designer, 
but has been noteworthy during the past 24 months. 

Mous Lamrabat
Bob Verhelst
Benoît Bethume 
Kristina De Coninck 
William Lhoest 

CHANGEMAKER OF THE YEAR 2021 
This prize is awarded to a committed designer or entrepreneur in the Belgian fashion 
industry who has made an outstanding contribution towards positive change during the 
past 24 months, for instance in striving for more sustainability, inclusivity or innovation. 
Manufacturers and retailers are not included in this category. 

Cédric Van Hoecke from Resortecs
Sebastiaan de Neubourg and Lenja Doms from Yumalabs 
Valérie Berckmans from Valérie Berckmans
Mathias Slabbinck from Quifactum
Muriel Scherre from la fille d’O 

EMERGING TALENT OF THE YEAR 2021
This prize is awarded to a young Belgian talent, Belgian label or designer working in 
Belgium showing a strong concept or great creativity. (Maximum 3 years active) 

Meryll Rogge 
BERNADETTE
Sarah Levy 
Erratum Fashion
Florentina Leitner 

MOST PROMISING GRADUATE 2021
This prize is awarded to an alumnus of a Belgian fashion school who graduated in June of 
the previous academic year. Belgian schools that are part of this category are:
Royal Academy of Antwerp, La Cambre, SASK, KASK, HE Francisco Ferrer, Helmo Mode. 

Mohammed El Marnissi 
Cas Dekeyser
Lili Schreiber
Olivier D’hauwe 
Amandine Blanchart 
Manon Tang 



DESIGNER 
OF THE YEAR 
2021 

A Belgian designer or designer living in Belgium, 
whose work in her/his own name or for a  
fashion house has impressed the jury over the  
past 24 months.  

PAST WINNERS 
2017 Raf Simons
2018 Glenn Martens 
2019 Christian Wijnants



BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Jan-Jan Van Essche 

Jan-Jan Van Essche was born in Antwerp, where he has his own design studio. 
He is a 2003 graduate of the Antwerp Royal Academy of Fine Arts and launched 
a label under his own name in June 2010. His first men’s collection was given the 
name ‘Jukkuri’, Japanese for ‘Take it easy’. In 2013, he launched an autonomous 
series of garments with a clear signature, characterised by easiness, ethical 
values and influences from daily life. His genderless approach and love of slow 
fashion make him a real designer of his time. In 2016, he collaborated with the 
Royal Ballet of Flanders and in 2017 he worked with Ramy Moharan Fouad on 
short movies for his last two collections. Jan-Jan presented his SS22 collection 
on menswear Paris Fashion Week. (fhcm.paris) 

Website: janjanvanessche.com
Facebook: janjan.vanessche
Instagram: @janjanvanessche

http://www.janjanvanessche.com
https://www.facebook.com/janjan.vanessche
https://www.instagram.com/janjanvanessche/?hl=nl


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Olivier Theyskens 

Olivier Theyskens was born in 1977. In October 1994 he enrolled in the Ecole 
Nationale Supérieure des Arts Visuels de La Cambre in Brussels to study fashion 
design. He left the school in 1997 to start his own brand. In that same year 
Theyskens presented his first collection of feminine, high fashion ready-to-wear 
clothes. 
From 2002 to 2006, he was Artistic Director of Rochas and in 2005 the Fashion 
Group International awarded him the Star Award, while in 2006 he was chosen 
as Best International Designer by the CFDA. He worked as a designer for Nina 
Ricci from 2006 to 2009, followed by a period as Artistic Director of the global 
Theory brand (2010-2014). He re-launched his eponymous label in September 
2016. Since February 2020, Theyskens has been the Artistic Director of Azzaro. 
Olivier Theyskens is one of the youngest designers to be celebrated in two 
retrospectives : 
• In October 2017, the prestigious MoMu Fashion Museum in Antwerp unveiled 

a six-month exhibition of Olivier Theyskens’ work covering 20 years of his 
career, accompanied by the publication of a monograph entitled ‘She Walks in 
Beauty’ (Rizzoli). 

• In June 2019, the Cité de la Dentelle et de la Mode in Calais, France, launched 
‘In Praesentia’, an exhibition focusing on Olivier Theyskens’ singular 
approach to fashion, accompanied by the release of a comprehensive 
catalogue (Lienart). Throughout his career Olivier Theyskens has also worked 
in the world of the arts, creating outfits for the Chicago-based rock band The 
Smashing Pumpkins, for the Théâtre de la Monnaie in Brussels and for the 
New York City Ballet, as well as dresses for major celebrities and prominent 
socialites. 

Website: oliviertheyskens.com
Instagram: @oliviertheyskens

http://www.oliviertheyskens.com
https://www.instagram.com/oliviertheyskens/?hl=nl


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Nicolas Di Felice 

Di Felice studied at La Cambre National School of Visual Arts in Brussels before 
starting to work as an assistant for Nicolas Ghesquière. The Belgian designer 
worked for Ghesquière twice, first at Balenciaga and then at Louis Vuitton - 
where he graduated from junior to senior designer - with an interval at Raf 
Simons during his time at Dior. In September 2020, 60 years after Courrèges 
established his house in Paris, Nicolas Di Felice became its Artistic Director. 
He has brought a modern edge to Courrèges’ iconic minimal vision, creating a 
dialogue between the heritage of the house, and contemporary pieces such as 
clubwear, trucker jackets, bomber jackets, five-pocket trousers and T-shirts. 

Facebook: nicolasdifelice
Instagram: @nicolas.difelice 

https://www.facebook.com/nicolasdifelice
https://www.instagram.com/nicolas.difelice/


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Stephanie D’heygere  

Belgian-born founder and creative director of her eponymous label Stephanie 
D’heygere graduated from the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp in 2009. 
In 2011, after being an assistant at an array of major fashion houses, she joined 
Maison Margiela, where she was Head of Jewellery until 2015. 
Stephanie then joined Dior as a senior jewellery designer, before going freelance 
to make statement jewellery and accessories for a new generation of Paris 
designers such as Jacquemus and Y/Project, as well as the renowned Parisian 
label A.P.C. Her accessories brand D’heygere was launched in January 2018 
during Paris Fashion Week. It quickly gained acclaim in the industry and won 
the 2018 ANDAM Accessories Prize for its unisex, inventive and thought-
provoking pieces created in response to current daily life, balancing form and 
function with a focus on bold minimalism. 
She also worked on collaborations with French luxury leather goods company 
Longchamp and world leader in stationery Bic. 

Website: dheygere.com 
Instagram: @d_heygere

https://dheygere.com
https://www.instagram.com/d_heygere/


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Walter Van Beirendonck  

Over the last three decades, Walter Van Beirendonck has built an impressive 
international career. The maverick of Antwerp fashion is known for his 
colourful collections, his unique perception of beauty, his spectacular fashion 
shows and the socially critical topics touched on in his designs. In 1980, Van 
Beirendonck graduated from the fashion department of the Royal Academy of 
Fine Arts in Antwerp. Three years later, he launched a collection under his own 
name. In 1986, he and five of his fellow students from the Academy presented 
collections at the British Designer Show in London. They caught the eye of the 
British press and were branded ‘The Antwerp Six’. In addition to designing his 
own collections, Van Beirendonck continues to design for other houses and 
labels, such as ZulupaPUWA for JBC, as well as working on projects in art, 
theatre and music. His most important collaboration was probably from 1993 
to 1999 with Mustang, the German jeans manufacturers, for whom he designed 
the W.&L.T. (Wild& Lethal Trash) line for the rapidly developing youth market. 
For W.&L.T., Van Beirendonck developed a new aesthetic, in which he could 
combine his fascination for technology, high-tech materials, multimedia 
and experimentation with sharp, critical statements. He is renowned for his 
innovative shows, his videos and his energy. In spite of the Covid crisis, his 
exhibition  ‘W:A.R. Walter About Rights’ went ahead in Paris.  
Van Beirendonck has also been a highly valued asset at the Royal Academy of 
Fine Arts in Antwerp, initially as a teacher and since 2007 as the Director of the 
fashion department. 

Website: waltervanbeirendonck.momu.be/,  
waltervanbeirendonck.com
Instagram: @waltervanbeirendonckofficial

http://waltervanbeirendonck.momu.be/
http://www.waltervanbeirendonck.com
https://www.instagram.com/waltervanbeirendonckofficial/


PROFESSIONAL 
OF THE YEAR 
2021

This prize is awarded to a Belgian professional  
in the fashion sector, who is not a designer  
but has been noteworthy in the past 24 months.  

PAST WINNERS 
2017 Inge Grognard
2018 Willy Vanderperre
2019 Pierre Debusschere



Mous Lamrabat   

Photographer Mous Lamrabat was born in the north of Morocco. He grew up 
in Belgium where he studied to become an interior architect, but photography 
appealed to him more. He developed his own unique vision on fashion 
photography, gradually fusing his Moroccan roots, tradition and culture with 
the Western world he grew up in. His work includes an exposition at FOMU 
and (inter)national collaborations with Walter Van Beirendonck, Vogue US and 
Vogue Arabia. 
Cultural fusion
His photographs are absurd and surrealist, at times subtly provocative. 
Lamrabat makes playful references to icons from the fashion world and mixes 
symbols of popular and North African culture. He teams traditional apparel 
with striking props to create his unique visual universe. 
The kiss
He likes to take photographs of people ‘kissing’. It is a sign of peace and love to 
him. Most of the time he hides the faces of the models in his work so that people 
can recognise themselves in the image. 

Website: mousmous.com
Instagram: @mouslamrabat

BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 2021

Mous Lamrabat

https://mousmous.com
https://www.instagram.com/mouslamrabat/?hl=nl


Bob Verhelst  

Antwerp-based art director Bob Verhelst is renowned for his work on 
prestigious international fashion exhibitions. He graduated from the Antwerp 
Academy with the Antwerp Six and staged the very first Maison Margiela 
exhibitions, installations and fashion shows. 
Scenography
Since 2001, he has developed an international career as a scenographer for 
various museums such as the National Museum in Zurich and MoMu. Bob 
Verhelst created Graanmarkt 13, a combination of a concept store and a 
restaurant. Verhelst has also designed shop windows, installations and shows 
for designers and fashion houses such as Hermès, Cartier, Chantal Thomass, 
Viktor&Rolf, Ann Demeulemeester and Maison Martin Margiela. 
Martin Margiela
Bob Verhelst worked as a scenographer for Martin Margiela’s exhibition at 
MoMu, which gave a deeper insight into the themes and concepts Margiela 
presented in his work. Verhelst took the codes and the visual vocabulary of 
Maison Martin Margiela and translated them into a surprising exhibition. 

Website: graanmarkt13.com
Facebook: Graanmarkt13
Instagram: @graanmarkt13
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Bob Verhelst

https://www.graanmarkt13.com
https://www.facebook.com/Graanmarkt13
https://www.instagram.com/graanmarkt13/


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 2021

Benoît Bethume   

Benoît Bethume is a Belgian art director, stylist and photographer. After 
graduating from La Cambre Mode(s), he took a step back from pure creation 
to focus on image and brand identity. He became the editor of several 
magazines and took a leading role as consultant for Belgian and international 
companies such as Christian Wijnants, Tim van Steenbergen, L’Oreal, Lacoste, 
Longchamp, Cartier, Prada, Kenzo, Véronique Leroy, Nina Ricci, Petit Bateau, 
Carven and Guillaume Henry. 
Lemaire
Benoît Bethume worked as a fashion editor and stylist for the Lemaire SS22 
show. He was also the stylist for the SS21 campaign for an Uniqlo collaboration 
with Lemaire. 
AMOR FATI
Benoît Bethume collaborated on several projects with Marine Serre. Their 
latest joint venture is the film AMOR FATI, about existentialism in the way we 
manage our feelings in daily life. Benoît also did the styling for the AMOR FATI 
photo campaign for Marine Serre. 
Mansour Martin
Benoît Bethume has worked on a series of black and white photographs for 
Mansour Martin, illustrating Mansour Martin’s exploration of masculinity and 
‘genderless’ approach. This is an on-going project, conveying the values shared 
by Mansour Badjoko, Martin Liesnard and Benoît Bethume - diversity, human 
beings at the heart of creation and natural beauty. It is also a piece of Belgian 
history, since all three of them are from Belgium. Benoît Bethume took on the 
art direction, styling and photography for this project. 

Website: benoitbethume.com
Facebook: benoit.bethume
Instagram: @benoitbethume

Benoît Bethume

http://benoitbethume.com
https://www.facebook.com/benoit.bethume
https://www.instagram.com/benoitbethume/


Kristina De Coninck   

Belgian model and visual artist Kristina De Coninck was born in Antwerp. 
As the muse of Martin Margiela and model for Dries Van Noten, Dirk Van 
Saene and Walter Van Beirendonck she is considered to be ‘the face of Belgian 
fashion’. Kristina was discovered at 27 by Belgian photographer Ronald Stoops. 
She was invited to walk for Dirk Van Saene and was later used by other famous 
designers. After modelling for Margiela she walked the runway for Yohji 
Yamamoto. 
Sculptures
Trained in graphic design and photography in Antwerp, De Coninck is a self-
taught sculptress. Upcycling and deconstruction are important aspects of her 
work. She defines art as courage, patience and emotion. Her favourite medium is 
wool and textiles. 
Modelling
Kristina opened the 100th edition of the Dries Van Noten show in March and 
after that people clamoured for her. At 57, she resumed her modelling career 
and did several campaigns for Zara. She is the embodiment of the mind-shift in 
fashion where diversity and models of all ages now play an important role. 

Instagram: @kristinadeconinck
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https://www.instagram.com/kristinadeconinck/


William Lhoest  

Former model William Lhoest is a model scout and casting director at WL 
Casting. He himself was scouted in Liege at the age of 18. He modelled for 
Comme des Garçons and travelled extensively in Europe (Milan, Paris) and to 
Asia, but realised that he preferred to become an agent. He joined Brussels-
based agency Hakim Model Management and developed skills to accompany 
models in their career. He then started his own model agency. 
Diversity
William values individuality and is a strong advocate for a more diverse fashion 
image where ethnicity, size, shape, age and gender are concerned. He believes 
everyone should be able to identify with the models on the runway. He has 
worked a lot with Marine Serre and Sterling Ruby and has been casting Marine 
Serre’s shows for five seasons. Marine Serre had a number of friends, models 
and employees she wanted to include in the show and William Lhoest arranged 
everything around those personalities. He used models such as Amalia Vairelli 
and Adina Fohlin and musician Kim Peers. He also casted a range of diverse 
models for the Sterling Ruby runway show. 

Website: wl-casting.com
Instagram: @williamlhoest

BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 2021

William Lhoest

https://www.wl-casting.com/
https://www.instagram.com/williamlhoest/


CHANGE-
MAKER OF 
THE YEAR 
2021

This prize is awarded to a committed
designer or entrepreneur in the Belgian 
fashion industry who has made an outstanding 
contribution towards positive change during
the past 24 months, for instance in striving for 
more sustainability, inclusivity or innovation. 
Manufacturers and retailers are not part of
this category. 



BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — CHANGEMAKER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Cédric Vanhoeck – Resortecs  

While studying Industrial Design Engineering at TU Delft, Cédric Vanhoeck 
discovered the principles of circular economy and ‘Design for Disassembly’. He 
introduced these ideas during a short stint at the Antwerp Fashion Academy, 
where the idea of waste reduction in fashion was still relatively unexplored. 
Wanting to unite the creative and technical aspects of fashion, Vanhoeck went 
on to co-found ‘Resortecs’ with Vanessa Counaert in 2017. Resortecs offers an 
eco-system featuring sewing thread that melts and industrial disassembling 
ovens, so that garments can be dismantled five times faster. The melting thread 
makes both repairing and recycling much easier: clothing can be effortlessly 
disassembled and the fabric can be used over and over again, reducing the need 
to produce fabric from scratch. Resortecs has become a great success, winning 
H&M’s Global Change Award, the European Social Innovation Competition and 
Textirama’s Innovation Awards. 

Website: resortecs.com
Facebook: Resortecs
Instagram: @resortecs

http://www.resortecs.com
https://www.facebook.com/resortecs
https://www.instagram.com/resortecs/


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — CHANGEMAKER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Sebastiaan de Neubourg and  
Lenja Doms – Yuma Labs 

In 2017, circular consultant Sebastiaan de Neubourg developed the world’s 
first pair of 3D printed sunglasses, made from recycled plastics. With the help 
of crowd funding, his label ‘Yuma Labs’ was born. Two years later, materials 
manager Lenja Doms, who worked as a freelancer in the circular economy, 
joined him. Entrepreneurship, technical knowledge and product development 
skills were combined to upscale the brand and develop a new production 
method, allowing Yuma Labs to open the door to a wider group of sustainable 
customers. Today, Yuma Sunglasses are made from recycled soft drinks bottles 
or bio-based nylon. They are made to last a lifetime, but simultaneously 
designed for disassembly. This means that customers can easily return the 
sunglasses, which are then disassembled and recycled in a fully circular process. 
Their latest project is their current collaboration with COS.

Website: yuma-labs.com
Facebook: YumaLabscircular
Instagram: @yuma.labs.circular

http://www.yuma-labs.com
https://www.facebook.com/YumaLabscircular
https://www.instagram.com/yuma.labs.circular/


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — CHANGEMAKER OF THE YEAR 2021 

Valérie Berckmans 

In her boutique-atelier in Brussels, Valérie Berckmans has been designing 
women’s prêt-à-porter since 2006. Her style is described as graphic and 
minimalist, evoking a whimsical femininity. What makes her stand out is 
the fact that her pieces are locally and sustainably produced using fair-trade, 
organic or other raw materials, such as dead stock fabrics or upcycled vintage 
pieces. The designs are exclusively produced in Belgian and French workshops. 
In the same ethical and ecological spirit, Valérie started a zero-waste project 
in 2020. Leftover fabrics from the women’s collection are reused for children’s 
clothing, cotton pads, underwear and more, until nothing is left. Since April 
2021 Valérie has been working in duo with young fashion designer Théo 
Auquière.  

Website: valerieberckmans.be
Facebook: valerie.berckmans
Instagram: @valerie.berckmans

http://www.valerieberckmans.be
https://www.facebook.com/valerie.berckmans.3
https://www.instagram.com/valerie.berckmans/


Mathias Slabbinck – Quifactum   

In 2020 Mathias Slabbinck left his family’s luxury home textiles business to 
launch his own innovative platform ‘Quifactum’. Mathias became intrigued 
by the #whomademyclothes campaign that was started after the Rana Plaza 
collapse. With Quifactum he created a platform to answer this question in a 
fun and easy way: by scanning the QR code on a label with their smartphone, 
customers can find out the origin of a product, how, where, when and by 
whom it was made. By giving the consumer an emotional connection with 
the individuals who made their products, Quifactum is hoping to reduce the 
purchase of unethically and unsustainably made fashion. If price is seen as a 
less important factor for the consumer, local and sustainable brands can become 
more competitive. Brands such as Ettinger (leather accessories) and Recto Verso 
(sportswear) are already using the Quifactum label. 

Website: quifactum.com
Facebook: Quifactum
Instagram: @quifactum

BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — CHANGEMAKER OF THE YEAR 2021 

http://www.quifactum.com
https://www.facebook.com/quifactum
https://www.instagram.com/quifactum/


Murielle Scherre – la fille d’O   

Murielle Scherre, alumnus of the fashion academy in Ghent, set up her avant-
garde lingerie brand ‘la fille d’O’ in 2003. She wanted to create a label ‘to make 
what she couldn’t find: lingerie, swimwear and outerwear that others can’t, 
won’t or daren’t make’. Her pieces are truly aimed at the modern woman: bold, 
inclusive and sustainable in every way. They are produced in a small factory in 
Belgium using 90% locally sourced fabrics that are Oeko-Tex certified, without 
toxic dyes or coatings. The designs are timeless and made to last, but also with 
the possibility of retouching or resizing if necessary. When the garments do 
eventually age, la fille d’O offers a repair service. Moreover, the brand doesn’t 
participate in trends, seasons or collections, and stock is kept very limited to 
produce as little waste as possible. There is far more to be said about la fille d’O 
and their ethical efforts, but one thing is certain: Murielle Scherre is setting a 
great example for Belgian brands as a sustainable and inclusive frontrunner. 
Her collaboration with designer Sébastien Meunier in de-gendering lingerie is a 
perfect example. 

Website: lafilledo.com
Facebook: la fille d’O
Instagram: @lafilledo
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http://www.lafilledo.com
https://www.facebook.com/lafilledolovesyou
https://www.instagram.com/lafilledo/


EMERGING 
TALENT OF 
THE YEAR 
2021 

This prize goes to a young Belgian talent, 
Belgian label or designer working in Belgium 
who shows a strong concept or great 
creativity (and has not had an own collection 
for more than three years). 

PAST WINNERS 
2019 Namacheko 
2018 42/54
2017 Façon Jacmin 



Meryll Rogge  

Meryll Rogge studied fashion at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp. 
After her bachelor’s degree, she worked in New York as Women’s Collection 
Designer at Marc Jacobs for seven years. She also worked as Head of Women’s 
Design at Dries Van Noten for four years. In 2020, Rogge launched her 
eponymous autumn/winter collection at Paris Fashion Week. 
Meryll Rogge’s collections are known for their forward-looking style, combined 
with classic themes. The contemporary label focuses on eclectic silhouettes 
with an ‘80s-inspired spirit. Meryll Rogge’s ever-shifting approach to fashion 
embraces the ultra masculine just as effortlessly as the decorative opulence of 
the feminine. The Belgium-based designer works closely with local artisans to 
create playful pieces in exclusive prints. 

Website: meryllrogge.com
Instagram: @meryllrogge
In the press: vogue.com, nytimes.com 
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https://www.meryllrogge.com
https://www.instagram.com/meryllrogge/
https://www.vogue.com/fashion-shows/fall-2021-ready-to-wear/meryll-rogge
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/t-magazine/meryll-rogge.html%20https:/www.wallpaper.com/fashion/meryll-rogge-aw21-collection


BELGIAN FASHION AWARDS — EMERGING TALENT OF THE YEAR 2021 

BERNADETTE 

BERNADETTE is the Antwerp-based fashion label of creative mother-and-
daughter duo Bernadette and Charlotte de Geyter. A shared vision of modern 
luxury characterises their ready-to-wear and homeware collections. Fashion 
and interiors merge seamlessly for BERNADETTE. With an extensive archive of 
prints and florals, they are more than a fashion label: they create a lifestyle filled 
with joy, optimism, and striking florals to brighten up every part of your day. 
Their journey began in 2013, when Bernadette set up her eponymous knitwear 
brand, whilst Charlotte was studying fashion at the Royal Academy of Fine 
Arts. Four years later, they launched their Antwerp-based label, combining 
Bernadette’s craftsmanship and Charlotte’s creative outlook into a shared vision 
of free-spirited allure. 
In this intergenerational collaboration, Bernadette - a former buyer for Ralph 
Lauren and others - is an expert in silhouettes that work for women of all ages. 
With her flair for homeware and interiors, Bernadette gives a personal touch to 
all kinds of spaces: from the rattan chairs on an American porch to the cosiness 
of an English cottage, they all exude casual elegance. 
Artistic expression is central to the brand. BERNADETTE’s unique botanical 
motifs - described by British Vogue as ‘florals with a fizz’ - are all hand-drawn 
by Charlotte. 

Website: bernadetteantwerp.com
Instagram: @bernadetteantwerp
In the press: nytimes.com, lofficielarabia.com

https://www.bernadetteantwerp.com
https://www.instagram.com/bernadetteantwerp/?hl=nl
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/25/t-magazine/bernadette-antwerp-garden.html
https://www.lofficielarabia.com/fashion/metropolitan-glamour-poetry-bernadette-antwerp


Sarah Levy 

Sarah Levy is a Belgian accessory designer. With her project Creatures of Habit, 
she captures our quirks in a range of accessories, borrowing from leatherwork 
and glove-making techniques. Under the Belgian designer’s gaze, everyday 
gestures become an obsession. The useful is morphed into a fetish and the user 
into its worshipper. 
Conceived in collaboration with sociologist Mathieu Berger, Creatures Of 
Habit reveals the tragicomical aesthetics of contemporary lifestyles with their 
increased resources and reduced meaning; lifestyles in which living beings are 
commercialised and seen as objects. The people portrayed by photographer and 
artistic director Benoît Bethume embody some of the new social archetypes 
generated by these lifestyles. They are both captivated by and captive of the 
accessory. 
The project Creatures Of Habit was set up in 2018 as part of the accessories 
master’s degree at La Cambre École Nationale Supérieure des Arts Visuels. For 
this work Sarah was awarded the Prix d’Artagagon in 2018 and the Public prize 
at the Hyères Festival in 2019. Next to her personal projects, Sarah works as a 
freelance accessory designer for brands such as Ester Manas and Marine Serre. 

Website: sarahlevy.be
Facebook: Sarab Levy
Instagram: @_sarah_levy
In the press: becauselondon.com, fr.fashionnetwork.com
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https://www.sarahlevy.be/
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.levy.338
https://www.instagram.com/_sarah_levy/
https://becauselondon.com/fashion/2020/sarah-levys-chest-bag/
https://fr.fashionnetwork.com/news/A-hyeres-la-question-de-la-feminite-sous-la-loupe-des-creatrices,1098292.html#.XN0PlpMzaRs
https://fr.fashionnetwork.com/news/A-hyeres-la-question-de-la-feminite-sous-la-loupe-des-creatrices,1098292.html#.XN0PlpMzaRs


Erratum Fashion – Siré Kaba  

The Belgian brand Erratum Fashion offers the urban woman who wants 
to broaden her horizon a colourful and elegant wardrobe, entirely made in 
Belgium. At the heart of this approach: prints and fabrics often associated with 
Africa such as wax, indigo or bazin. Inspired by Africa and made in Belgium, 
the Erratum brand is part of the trend of brands acknowledging their mixed 
identity. 
Erratum Fashion was founded by Siré Kaba, a Belgian of Guinean origin, 
communications officer, fashion designer and mother of two daughters. During 
a trip to Senegal in 2014 she was so inspired by the African fabrics that she 
decided to start her own clothing brand. A few years later, she released her first 
collection under the label Erratum Fashion. Her brand is an elegant mix of her 
life in Belgium and her Guinean heritage. The Erratum Fashion atelier, located 
in the Brussels Molenbeek, is also part of a social project for professional 
reintegration. 
The name Erratum is Latin for ‘the correction of past mistakes’ and stands for 
the fact that the brand wants to rethink our relationship with Africa and fight 
against clichés. Siré Kaba dressed the Belgian princess Delphine for her first 
appearance at The National Day parade in July 2021. 

Website: nationalstore.be
Facebook: Erratum
Instagram: @erratum.fashion
In the press: elle.be/fr, nouveau.nl
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https://nationalstore.be/en/store/erratum-fashion/
https://www.facebook.com/erratumfashion
https://www.instagram.com/erratum.fashion/
https://www.elle.be/fr/316338-la-fille-du-vendredi-sire-kaba-creatrice-de-la-marque-de-vetements-erratum.html
https://www.nouveau.nl/artikel/maxima/royalty/nog-even-over-de-look-van-prinses-delphine?ref=&authId=04884383-6e63-43fd-adaf-20947c0e3c0f


Florentina Leitner  

Florentina Leitner is an Austrian fashion designer based in Antwerp and 
London. She studied at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp, where 
she discovered her passion for prints, bright colours and voluminous shapes. 
Her collections are often inspired by films she watches and things she sees 
in her daily life. After her graduation Florentina worked for a while in the 
womenswear design team at Dries Van Noten, as well as working on her own 
fashion brand. She now sells her brand in London at Shyness and online on her 
website. 
Florentina’s collections are elegant with a playful twist. Strong silhouettes 
and shapes combined with prints and unconventional fabric mixes make her 
collections stand out. She loves mixing different textures such as fake fur with 
flatter materials such as cotton and Lycra. The effect is extremely tactile.

Website: florentinaleitner.com
Facebook: Florentina Leitner
Instagram: @florentinalight
In the press: metalmagazine.eu, forbes.com
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https://www.florentinaleitner.com/
https://www.facebook.com/florentina.leitner
https://www.instagram.com/florentinalight/
https://metalmagazine.eu/en/post/interview/florentina-leitner
https://www.forbes.com/sites/biancasalonga/2021/06/07/florentina-leitners-art-inspired-prints-for-lessless-make-florals-a-novelty-again-this-summer/?sh=49612ea76613


MOST  
PROMISING 
GRADUATE 
2021

This prize is awarded to an alumnus of a 
Belgian fashion school who graduated in
June of the previous academic year. Belgian 
schools belonging to this category are:
Royal Academy of Antwerp, La Cambre, SASK, 
KASK, HE Francisco Ferrer, Helmo Mode.  

PAST WINNERS 
2019 Bart Lapere, Dominique Rocour, Eve Delperdange, Maria Ossaba, Quinten Mestdagh,  
Samuel Quertinmont en Thurel Thonet
2018 Federica Di Leo 
2017 Rushemy Botter 



Mohammed El Marnissi  

Mohammed El Marnissi graduated from the Antwerp Academy. His Master 
collection was inspired by a Middle Eastern love story st, combined with 
influences from the ‘60s and ‘70s, when love also played an important role. His 
collection is a tribute to anyone who strives to be him- or herself and breaks 
down current ways of thinking. How beautiful would it be if we could do what 
we really like and just wear what we love?
Komono
Mohammed worked for Komono and his collection is a fusion of different 
elements. Both authentic cultural and contemporary influences can be found 
in his creations. The collection is inspired by a Middle Eastern myth, based on 
the idea of combining two pairs of glasses into one. The glasses originate from 
a print by Barbara Brown and have strong influences from the ‘ ‘60s and ‘70s 
when love was all around. 

Website: komono.com
Instagram: @antwerpfashionmasters
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Cas Dekeyser  

Fashion designer Cas Dekeyser graduated from KASK Ghent. His work always 
shows a tension between feminism on the one hand and ‘the male gaze’ on the 
other. As a person he considers himself a feminist, but as an artist he visually 
leans towards sexualising women. Cas prefers to design using collage: he wants 
to create something new out of existing items. 
Good Housekeeping
Cas’s ‘Good Housekeeping’ collection was inspired by women’s emancipation as 
a result of World War I. Women’s new role was reflected in their clothing: their 
wardrobe became more masculine and practical. The housewife for whom this 
collection is designed is very much in favour of this emancipation, but rejects 
its outward signs. She doesn’t want to wear more masculine clothing for fear of 
losing her femininity. As a counter-reaction, she chooses a new wardrobe that 
actually emphasises her femininity. 
Once I was a Feminist
His first Master collection ‘Once I was a Feminist’ represents his research on the 
boundaries between sexuality, sexualisation and objectification. When we put 
a female model on a pedestal, aren’t we objectifying her? What role do clothes 
play? In what measure does the context decide how we experience a silhouette? 

Facebook: Cas Dekeyser 
Instagram: @csdkysr
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Lili Schreiber - La Cambre  

Lili Schreiber’s collection is not only the result of a year’s hard work, but also of 
the journey of discovery she went on during her time at La Cambre and in her 
life in general. “The past year, punctuated by doubt and uncertainty, has led me 
to a desire to return to life... not as it was, but rather a desire for a new start, a 
new beginning with my own rules. ” Lili Schreiber decided to create her own 
universe, with one golden rule: to fear neither juxtaposition nor difference but 
to conjure them up and cherish them. This echoes her origins: she was born in 
Brussels but her roots lie in several continents... Africa, Europe and America. 
“Like my collection, my identity is diverse and hybrid. I like this cocktail of 
different influences and I like to work in ambivalence because it allows me to 
think.” 
‘Play for today’
She began her collection with an imaginary museum of artists she loves, who 
inspire her: Lynnette Yiadom Boyakje, Amy Sherald, Emma Amos, Meret 
Oppenheim and Claude Cahun. “Like me, they juggle their identities (be it 
race, gender or other). They break the codes and impose their look, diverting, 
transforming, imagining and questioning... It is a creative process that inspires 
me and feeds my own work and conception of clothing. Art is like a game where 
the artists set the rules... It is almost natural that I became interested in card 
games and their iconography. I wanted to make pieces that would be playful as 
well as intelligent.”
Her 13 distinct silhouettes are like a single family: “There is no strategy, 
hierarchy or trump card.” The pieces are modular, in the sense that each of 
them can be worn in a different way, to be decided by the wearer. The men’s 
trousers become a skirt, the oversized men’s shirt becomes a jacket, two shirts 
are paired to form a bomber jacket, cuts and materials enter into a dialogue. Lili 
Schreiber emphasises the inclusiveness - pieces called feminine go into dialogue 
with pieces of the male wardrobe. “To stay in the spirit of the game, I put 
forward recognisable symbols that I oppose with graphic patterns: clubs, hearts, 
diamonds, stripes, zebra stripes and polka dots.” To create her accessories, she 
worked with Delacroix, specialist in the production of handmade nets. Her 
collection aims “to convey the joy of living, enthusiasm and renewal.” 

Instagram: @Lili.schreiber
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Olivier D’hauwe  

Olivier D’hauwe works as a stylist at Xandres. He studied Fashion Technology 
at Hogent in 2013, then took a part-time course in Fashion Design and 
graduated from SASK, Sint Niklaas. His collection ‘Money is religion’ was based 
around ethnic clothing and spirituality. 
To him, the fact that people’s individuality disappears in ethnic clothing is a 
reflection of what is happening in society. He expresses this in his collection, 
combining work clothes with more relaxed items. He used voile fabric with 
sequins to hide the facial expression of the model and annihilate the human 
aspect.
Man-Up
‘Man-Up’, Olivier’s Master collection explores what masculinity really means 
and how to show it in a clothing style. He combined influences from work wear 
and the clothes of construction workers with traditional clothing from native 
tribes in New Orleans, using technical fabrics and decorative elements such 
as feathers. Feathers were an important element in the collection because in 
North-American culture, they are a symbol of masculinity. Masculinity is not 
only about being tough; it can also be about softness. Olivier used his own 
past experiences as a source of inspiration. Olivier’s family were construction 
workers and he was expected to work at his father’s construction company. 
Instead he chose a career in fashion. 

Instagram: @o.dhauwe
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Amandine Blanchart – Helmo Mode  

Born in Binche, the city of lace, Amandine Blanchart has always been immersed 
in the universe of creation. Her grandmother, a lace-maker, passed on her 
love of craftsmanship to her and introduced her to embroidery and then 
sewing. Silk, pearls, textile manipulation... Amandine Blanchart is a master of 
ornamentation. She is aware of the importance of preserving these forgotten 
professions, but also want to give them a modern twist. She won the 2021 
WBDM Press Prize and created her Tetropha collection. 
TETROPHA
Tetropha, in a chromatic palette inspired by the human body is a tribute to 
craftsmanship, but also to painter and sculptor Victor Brauner. Amandine used 
the artist’s representations of dismembered human bodies as a guideline in her 
research into male clothing. The primary meaning of the word ‘conglomerate’ (a 
central concept in Brauner’s work) guided her towards the technique of Shibori. 
Combined with skilful beadwork, it resulted in a men’s shirt, the flagship piece 
of the collection. 
Modernity in tradition
An internship at the studio of jewellery designer Louise Kopij gave Amandine 
Blanchart the incentive to explore the world of Shibori, a technique that can be 
found in her own collection full of beautiful materials, including silk. Certain 
details, such as the flower encrusted onto the sleeve of a down jacket, reflect the 
artistic ambitions of the young designer. From next September she intends to 
join the School of Embroidery of Art in Lunéville (France), where she hopes her 
creations will contribute to the dissemination of artistic craftsmanship. 

Website: helmo.be
Facebook: Amandine.B.Belgium
Instagram: @amandine_blcht
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Manon Tang  

Manon Tang studied Fashion and Modelling at the Francisco Ferrer High 
School in Brussels.
In her graduation collection ‘Ad Fontes’ she linked the Buddhist principle of 
rebirth to the re-cycling process of clothing. Both cycles have no end until the 
practitioner has reached his or her Nirvana. ‘Ad Fontes’ is a 100% upcycled 
luxury collection for which Manon received the MAD Graduation Prize 2021.
During her studies, Manon also gained experience through an internship at 
Façon Jacmin and at Brussels Fashion Week. Manon is a fashion lover who is 
ready to take on challenges. She is dynamic, autonomous and versatile; she can 
adapt to all sorts of situations. 

Instagram: @manontang
Video graduation collection ‘Ad Fontes’: Ad Fontes by MANONTANG
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https://www.instagram.com/manontang/
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THE JURY 
PRIZE

This prize goes to a Belgian designer or  
a designer living in Belgium, whose work  
in her/his own name or for a fashion house  
has particularly appealed to the jury.   

PAST WINNERS 
2019 Dirk Van Saene
2018 Martin Margiela 
2017 Dries Van Noten 


